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PARTY-LINE ROUND UP 


Leaders of the Communist Party, U. S. A., right now are launching a “national crusade" 


to break down public hostility to the Party and set the stage for further Red expansion in the 
United States. 


While there is nothing new in their ultimate goals, a new wave of optimism is sweeping 


through Party ranks as they look forward to exploiting the "spirit of Geneva" to improve their 
program in the U. S. 


Little over a year ago, Claude Lightfoot, a top Party political strategist, declared that, 
“we (the communists) are unwanted citizens in most of the broad people's mass organizations. 


The leadership of these organizations spends sleepless nights trying to prevent our members from 
gaining influence." 


On August 2, 1955, however, under the spell of "the spirit of Geneva" he reported to a 
national conference of the Party that, "the times call for a national crusade which will demand 
not only an end to the cold war generally, but also to the cold war at home." 


In exploiting this new line, Lightfoot indicated that the Party goals would be unchanged. 
They will be 1) ending the Smith Act trials (which have put many Red leaders in jail), 2) ending 
passport denials in general and that of Paul Robeson in particular, 3) ending Congressional in- 
vestigations of communism and communists, 4) stimulating a larger number of people to “defend 
vigorously the rights of communists", 5) and above all, defeating the Internal Security Act of 
1950 (the McCarran Act establishing the Subversive Activities Control Board) and the Communist 


Control Act of 1954. Lightfoot added, "The defeat of these laws constitutes the main task of all 
democratic [that is; communist] forces." 


Mass Propaganda Planned 
This national crusade, according to Lightfoot, "must be buttressed by a mass propaganda 


campaign "to explain the Reds' viewpoints in layman's language. Ironically, the campaign will 
be carried out under the slogan of "the struggle to preserve the Bill of Rights." 


What can be expected now — if the Red program is successful — is a sharp upswing in the 
number of pamphlets, newspaper and magazine articles, and public statements repeating arguments 
against strong efforts to expose and control communist activities. As a new twist, the Reds are 
planning to promote mass statements by "prominent citizens" attacking the McCarran Act, the 
Smith Act, and the Communist Control Act. 
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Referring to his own case under the Smith Act which is scheduled to come up before the 
Circuit Courts in the near future, Lightfoot told the Party's national conference on August 2, 
"It is possible and urgent that amicus briefs be filed, signed by large numbers of church and 
Negro leaders, trade unionists, educators, students, scientists and cultural figures. 


"Similar steps — the securing of amicus briefs in the crucial court challenge of the 
McCarran Act on the pending appeal of the C. P. U. S. A. vs Brownell before the Supreme 
Court — are likewise urgently needed." 


The filing of an amicus brief by 360 citizens on September 15 urging the Supreme Court to 
declare the McCarran Act unconstitutional indicates that the "national crusade" is well under 
way. 


Reds Praise Signers of Amicus Brief 


Simon W. Gerson, writing in "Political Affairs", October 1955, praised this action, and 
pointed out that the signers "included 80 clergymen ~ rabbis, ministers and bishops; 76 teachers, 
professors, and college presidents; 25 authors, editors and publishers; 25 physicians; 13 lawyers, 
including two judges; more than a score of Negro leaders and trade unionists; and one United 
States Senator." 


Of the total 360 signers of the amicus brief, quite a few are well-known supporters of 
communist front movements. The majority, however, appear to be citizens who have been con- 
vinced by Red arguments that the McCarran Act — established to control agents of a foreign 
power — is somehow a threat to American civil liberties. The statement to the high court by 
these 360 citizens, in fact, declares that the Internal Security Act (McCarran Act) is "the most 
terrible threat so far devised to freedom in America." 


From that point it follows down the line with a series of arguments which the Reds have been 
throwing against the McCarran Act for years. These Red-sponsored arguments are: 1) that the 
McCarran Act undermines our civil liberties, 2) that the Act prohibits voluntary association be- 
cause it requires communists and communist fronters to register with the Attorney General; 3) that 
the Act would “illegalize" a “political” party; 4) that the Act lays the basis for establishing 
thought control and forcing political conformity on all Americans. 


New Recruits For Red Causes 


Commenting on the amicus brief, Gerson declares, “The amicus brief signed by 360 outstand- 
ing personalities, indicates the tremendous new potentialities for effective struggle to defend the 
Bill of Rights and specifically to demonstrate to the Supreme Court the urgent necessity of 
nullifying the McCarran Act. 


“The statement shows that support of our Party's battle on the broadest possible basis can be 
obtained in the cities, farming communities, and campuses of our land ... Prominent community 
figures, leaders of organizations and rank and file people can be gotten to support the battle against 
the McCarran Act." 


Believing that a strong offensive is the best way to win a battle, the Reds are going a step 
beyond an attack on the McCarran Act by trying to convince the public that "the defense of the 
rights of communists is the first line of defense of the Constitution." Lightfoot explains that "all 
of these things must be done in the context of logic that flows from the Geneva Conference." 


Following Lenin's statement that the Reds can join the enemy for brief periods when such a 
tactic will further the communist cause, Lightfoot added in his report to the Party national 
conference, “Our Party has always placed the struggle in defense of bourgeois democracy and 
liberties as vital to help defeat fascism, and as an important phase of the struggle to advance the 
cause of socialism." 


Party Line in Specific Areas 


Thus, the major Party line in the U. S. runs parallel to the world communist Party line. 
Both are seeking to exploit the "spirit of Geneva"; while the Moscow Reds seek to cake 
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Western opposition to communism by undermining NATO and other Western military-political 
alliances; the Reds in the U. S. are trying to defeat measures designed to control communist ac- 
tivities. But, as Lightfoot points out, this strategy is only a prelude to further advancing the 
cause of Red socialism. Here is a brief summary of the Party line directed toward advancing Red 
influence in a few major target groups: 


FARMERS — The Reds are trying to persuade farmers, particularly in the Midwest and in 
rural New York, that the Party wants to protect the small farmer. They are telling the farmers, 
as they did in the "Daily Worker" of September 25, "The American farmer is living in a state of 
crisis, or close to it." Farm income is down. While the big, mechanized farm is making in 
creased profits, the small, family-type farm share is declining. At the same time, the Party is 
distributing copies of its long-range program to form a farmer-labor government which will usher 
in a type of socialism which is supposed to benefit the small farmer. 


TRADE UNIONS — Trade unions are always the communists' major target. The Reds rep~ 
resent themselves as fighting for the best interests of labor and they are now stepping up this line 
on national and international levels. Their major drives in the U. S. appear to be an attempt to 
seek positions of trade union leadership through infiltration, amalgamation of the Red-expelled 
unions with non-communist unions, and an attempt to win labor support for communist-approved 
political candidates. (Freedom's Facts, June 1955). 


YOUTH — The Party program for youth consists of seeking positions of influence in youth 
groups, particularly among highschool and college students, among young workers. and among 
juvenile delinquents. (Freedom's Facts, October 1955). 


POLITICS — Following the congressional elections in November 1954, the Party set as its 
next immediate goal the maximum registration of Party members in the Republican and Democratic 
parties in order to influence the election of delegates to the presidential conventions in. 1956. 
They are throwing their support to candidates on national levels who might be persuaded to oppose 
the McCarran Act, Smith Act, Communist Control Act and congressional investigations of 
communism. (Freedom's Facts, June 1955). 


CHURCHES ~— While the Reds are just as atheistic as ever, they are showing a revived 
interest in church groups, particularly when those groups can be talked into supporting Red 
programs on banning nuclear weapons, speeding up disarmament, and supporting the World Peace 
Council — a world communist front run by the Cominform. (Freedom's Facts, July 1954). 


To grasp the full importance of these projected lines, it must be recognized that the Party 
considers itself as a leader-group which is master-minding the coming proletarian revolution in the 
United States. Each Party worker is considered as a leader of non-Party members with the job of 


championing issues which non-Party members will support and then, of turning those issues to ad- 
vance the cause of world communism. 


As a result, the effect of 25,000 Party members is often greatly magnified, unless adequate 
information concerning Party members and Party lines can be disseminated among Red target groups. 
It is mainly the lack of reliable information concerning Red plans and techniques which leads non- 
Party people into supporting Red leaders and Red schemes. 


This new era of friendly relations among world governments regardless of political views in- 
creases the threat of communist expansion in some areas. But it also increases the opportunities to 
combat communism. The essential weapon in this battle is correct intelligence about Red plans, 
and prompt action in keeping the public up-to-date on the Reds‘ subversive tactics. 


MIDDLE EAST STRATEGY 


The trade and arms deals between the Communist Empire and Egypt; which were announced 
last month, mark a substantial victory for the Reds. 
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Trade and arms deals alone do not represent a surrender of Egypt and other Arab countries 
to communist control. But the approval these deals received from many Arab countries indicates 
a softening attitude of the Arabs toward dealings with communists. 


This is the first step in splitting the Arab world away from Western influence. In the "Theses 


on the Revolutionary Movement in the Colonies", presented at the Communist International in 
1928, the first objective of the Reds was, "Overthrow of imperialist domination" and the final 
objective was, "Alliance with the USSR and the world proletarian movement." At that time, 
this strategy was directed at Chica. Now it is being directed at all colonial and former 
colonial countries of the world. 


The apparent inability of Western propagandists to convince many people in Africa and 
Asia that Moscow's smiles are merely part of a long-range plan to undermine their religion and 


their national independence, is opening the door for many of them to fall into the outstretched 
arms of the Reds. 


Egyptians Are Convinced 


How far the Egyptians have gone already is indicated by a Radio Cairo broadcast, October 17. 


In trying to justify the agreement to buy arms from Czechoslovakia, the broadcast. declared. that 
the U. S. policy was to leave "Egypt and the Arabs without arms" in order to “make them subject 
to Western influence and foreign military alliances." (As the Soviet Army newspaper, "Red Star", 
October 15, comments, the breaking up of Western military alliances in the Middle East is one of 
the Soviet's major immediate objectives.) 


But the expanding of communist influence in the Middle East is only part of the Kremlin 
strategy. Another part is being carried out in the United Nations by V. V. Kuznetsov, Deputy 
Soviet Foreign Minister, and head of the Soviet's UN delegation. 


Kuznetsov, incidentally, is the only one of the top Reds who has lived in the United States. 
He studied at Carnegie Institute of Technology in Pittsburgh, Pa., and worked for a time at the 
Ford plant in Dearborn, Michigan, during an earlier period of friendly U. S.-U. S. S. R. re- 
lations. Now he is one of the communists' top experts on labor and colonial affairs. 


The tip off that a major effort was underway to split colonial and former colonial countries 
away from Western influence came on April 16, in a commentary by V. V. Kuznetsov, on the 
Bandung Conference of 29 Afro-Asian countries held that month in Indonesia. Kuznetsov stated, 
"The peoples of the USSR take an understanding attitude toward the struggle of the countries of 


Asia and Africa against any form of colonial domination and for their political and economic 
independence." 


Splitting Techniques Used 


The Soviet newspaper, Izvestia, the same day, disclosed the splitting technique being used 
by the Reds. While the communists were supporting the aspirations of the Afro-Asian’ countries, 
the paper said, the convening of the Bandung Conference was causing "serious anxiety" in the 


"U. S. and other imperialist countries who do not want to say goodbye to their colonizing policy 
in Asia and Africa." 


Since the opening of the present sessions of the United Nations, the campaign to split the 
colonies away from Western influence has been stepped up, under the direction of Kuznetsov. 


Radio Moscow, October 6, stated, "The Bandung Conference was right when it expressed 
the opinion that colonialism in all its manifestations was an evil which should disappear as soon 
as possible." The broadcast added that it is the Soviet Union which is supporting the legal rights 
of peoples in Asia and Africa in the U. N. while the United States and its allies are opposing 
them. One result is that in the U. N. several Afro-Asian countries are taking an "independent" 
stand which favors the Communist Empire. 
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Meanwhile, the Reds have been putting more steam behind the propaganda and agitation 
inside the Arab countries. As Radio Moscow almost gleefully reported, September 22, "The 
peace partisan movement in the Arab countries is like the Nile flood; it gradually turns into a 
torrent sweeping over new groups and localities." 


The current objective of the Peace Partisans (a communist world front group run by the 
Cominform) is to turn world opinion against military alliances opposing communist expansion and 
to encourage colonial countries to expand their ties with the Communist Empire. 


Soviet Union — a Major Colonial Power 


While attacking the United States for supporting colonialism in Africa and Asia, however, 
the communists remain as the greatest colonial power in the world, and they are constantly try- 
ing to expand. Most of the 16 Soviet Republics, such as the Ukraine, and Turkistan, as well as 
the 7 East European satellites are run as colonies from Moscow, while Tibet is a colony of Red 


China. 


The colonial positions of the Russian and Chinese communists need to be clarified in the 
minds of many people of the world, lest they, too, become communist colonies. This can be ac- 
complished in part through expanded information programs on the part of government, trade unions 
and private organizations, directed toward the Afro-Asian countries. 


NEW AGITATION ON THE CAMPUS 


Alita Letwin, National Student Secretary of the Labor Youth League, writing in "Political 
Affairs" for October 1955, comments that a new mood is sweeping the college and university 


campuses of America. There is, she says, a "growing willingness to listen to the Left and take ac- 
tion in defense of its rights." 


Her advice to "Political Affairs" readers is that "Communist Party leaders, Labor Youth 
League spokesmen and progressive forces must take advantage of every invitation and work to 
create new opportunities to utilize this growing willingness to listen." 


The communists’ primary aim in the colleges and universities is to stimulate discussion of 
Marxism, and their secondary aim is to involve student groups in such national communist move- 
ments as the fight against the McCarran Act. Along with these major aims, Miss Letwin says 


that the Left should support exchange programs with students of all other countries and demand 
greater federal and local appropriations for the schools. 


To make sure none of her readers underestimates the importance of students in LYL plans, 
Miss Letwin points out, "As a numerical force alone, students constitute an important and power- 
ful group. There are over two and a half million students in the United States." She adds that 


they have a strong influence on the entire youth movement since they provide the leadership of 
major national. youth organizations. 


The Campus Has Wide Influence 


"But the importance of the campus ranges far beyond this," she writes. "It is to the uni- 
versities that the ruling class looks for the ideological justifications for its existence and 
policies. It is here that the textbooks are written and the teachers trained for all the nation's 


children. Young scientists, historians, philosophers and lawyers gain not merely technical skills 
here, but their outlook as well." 


With this power for directing the future of the country in the hands of students it is no 
wonder that the Reds are increasing their efforts to influence students to move in the direction of 
communism. According to Miss Letwin, progress already is being made in this program. 


During the past ten months a Philadelphia Communist Party leader has addressed a 
political science class at the University of Pennsylvania on the Communist Party. Simon Gerson 
and Herbert Aptheker have participated in campus discussions. Howard Selsam, A. B. Magil and 
Doxey A. Wilkerson have talked at open meetings sponsored by the LYL. (All are writers for 
"Political Affairs," the Party's monthly theoretical publication. ) 
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Marking the new trend toward willingness to listen to the Left, Miss Letwin states, "is the 
fact that the LYL is viewed as a center for Marxist discussion on many campuses. National and 
local leaders of the organization have participated in campus debates, newspaper interviews and 
in meetings reaching large numbers of students." 


"A further indication of this is to be found in the responses of students to the Labor Youth 
League's appeal for support in its fight against the McCarran Act and the S. A. C. B. ruling that 
it is a ‘Communist-front' organization. While no major youth organization has yet officially acted 
on the League's case, still through LYL's appearances before a number of groups it has been able 
to sharpen the understanding of the McCarran Act itself." 


Thus, the LYL is building up student support for the Party's campaign against the McCarran 
Act, just as the Party itself is out building up support for its campaign among poorly-informed 
non-communists. But more important, the LYL‘s program is designed to convert students to a way 
of thought leading toward an acceptance of communism. Information programs and campus ac- 
tivities to expose the fallacies of Marxism and the subversive intentions of the LYL appear to be 
needed now more than ever before. 


WOOING THE REFUGEES 


During the past five years hundreds of thousands of people have fled from communist- - 
dominated countries. They have been of all sorts: farmers, policemen and doctors from East 
Germany; servicemen and diplomats from Poland; Red Army officers and MVD agents from the 
Soviet Union; and people of many talents from other Red-run lands. 


The Communist Empire, which regards people as property of the state, has gone to great 
lengths to prevent the escape of their subjects. Once they have escaped, the Reds have tried in 
many ways to lure them back to their homelands. Recently this campaign to woo the refugees 
back home has been greatly stepped up. 


Within the past few months a number of new committees for the return to the homeland have 
been set up in communist countries. A barrage of letters have been sent by communist govern- 
ments to former Soviet and East European residents, offering amnesty and urging them to return 
home. And one country — Red Czechoslovakia — ran an advertisement in some 20 American 
newspapers appealing to its refugees. 


The Reds have even tried to use the United Nations in this bizarre campaign. The Soviet 
Union last month proposed a resolution calling for the UN Commissioner for refugees to “en- 
courage and assist" the early return of refugees to their homelands. The resolution was rejected. 


Internal Propaganda Line 


What is behind this campaign? Evidence from communist press and radio reports indicates 
that the return of at least some refugees is needed by the Reds to convince their own subjects that 
life in the West is less desirable than life under the communist regime. . ; 


A great fanfare of publicity is being given to the few refugees who are now returning. 
Radio Prague, for example, reported August 15 on a group of repatriates from West German 
refugee camps and from England. 


The radio also reported on the return of a mother and two little girls. The commentator 
told the Czech listeners, "The family got to know West Germany, France and London. And 
everywhere they suffered poverty. The mother worked as a servant and cleaning woman, the 
father as a storeman." 


Referring to the two little girls, the radio continued, "They marvel at a city where every- 
one speaks the same language as their mother. They can well be calm. Their parents' homeland, 
the land of their mother tongue, will insure them a childhood free from care and a happy 
future." 





Radio Prague, August 17, reported that another returnee had said, “Living standards in our 
country are much higher than in West Germany. | am happy to be home again." 


Reds Are Making Concessions 


In order to lure more refugees to return to Red-domination, Communist Empire countries 
are making extraordinary concessions. Virtually all have offered amnesty to returnees. Red 
Poland has gone even farther. Radio Warsaw, October 7, reported that special centers for re- 
patriates were being set up; each center would provide medical care, housing, a library, and 
various cultural and recreational facilities. Several countries also have arranged conditions so 
that repatriates can bring all their money back with them to their homeland. 


Some of the returnees are being recruited only to be returned to the West as Red espionage 
agents. Others are needed to help out the manpower shortage in many Red countries, particularly 
a shortage of skilled workers. But by far the most important function of the returnees is to pro- 
vide material for internal propaganda. 


This reason is understandable. When Yuri Alexandrovich Rastvorvov, a former Soviet MVD 
agent,-escapedto the ‘West, he gave his reason, "I wanted to live like a decent human being. | 
wanted to be treated decently and | wanted to be able to treat other:people decently. It is im- 
possible to live like this under communism." 


Behind this expanding program to woo the refugees back home is the need to combat infor- 
mation about the higher standard of living in the West and to counter criticism of the communist 
regime by defectors to the West. By painting vivid pictures of hardships in the West, the Reds 


apparently hope to reduce defection — which might become easier as international tensions are 
relaxed. 


The desire of many communist subjects to escape should be encouraged because the West 
stands for individual rights and individual freedoms which are denied to people living under com- 
munism. Once having defected every effort should be made by private organizations and by the 
government to help these people so that they will not be tempted to go back to communism. Every 
re-defection is a loss for the cause of freedom and a Soviet victory. 


RED RUN WFTU PROMOTES “UNITY OF ACTION" CAMPAIGN 


The communist-run World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU), which has been losing in- 
fluence in the free world since 1949, is now trying to make a come-back under the friendly 
"spirit of Geneva" feeling. 


Back in May of this year free world trade unionists pointed out that 90 percent of WFTU's 
claimed membership of 80 million was located in Communist countries and that its actual free 
world membership had dwindled to little over 7 million. 


Meanwhile, the International Confederation of Free Trade Unions (ICFTU), which was 
formed in 1949 by the AFL, the CIO and the British Trade Unions Congress, had boosted its 
membership to 54, 500,000 members in 75 free world countries. 


Evidence now indicates that instead of planning to disband — as was predicted in May — 


the WFTU was then planning to launch a "Unity of Action" campaign to regain its influence in 
free world labor movements. 


The Soviet Communist Party newspaper, "Pravda", October 2, openly called for an end to 
the cold war between the WFTU and the anti-communist ICFTU in keeping with the "spirit of 
Geneva". The newspaper stated, "The cold war should not be permitted to continue between 
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trade unions which on the one hand belong to the WFTU and on the other hand belong to the 
International Confederation of Free Trade Unions and to the International Confederation of 
Christian Trade Unions, whose main and constant interests are the same." 


Instead, the paper called for a general appeal to unity of workers regardless of differences 
of opinions, "in the struggle for their common interests, for their common aims and ideals." 


Campaign Supported by "Trud" 


The Soviet labor newspaper, "Trud", September 27, already had set the unity theme as 
the Party line in the international labor movement. Calling the formation of the WFTU in 1945 
"a great victory for the workers", the paper added that since the ICFTU was formed in 1949, 
the WFTU has repeatedly appealed to it "to establish unity of action in the main questions of the 
defense of the vital interests of the workers." 


"Trud" continued, "The results of the Geneva Conference, which has laid the foundation 
of confidence between states with different social systems, are the best proof that the present 
policy of the ICFTU leaders (refusing to rejoin WFTU) is being defeated . . . In more and more 
countries victory is being won by the idea of the unity of workers, the standardbearer of which is 
the WFTU." 


Any doubts that the WFTU drive is carried out as a part of the Communist Party plan to 
spread, first its influence, and ultimately its control over the entire world is dispelled by a check 
of a few of the people who attended recent celebrations of WFTU's 10th anniversary. 


Attending the anniversary meeting in Paris on September 28 were WFTU President Guiseppe 
Di Vittorio, WFTU General Secretary Louis Saillant, Chairman of the General Confederation of 
Labor of Latin America Lombardo Toledano, French Communist Party Secretary Jacques Duclos, 
Vice Chairman of the All-China Trade Union Federation Liu Chang-sheng, and Deputy Chairman 
of eee Central Trade Union Council of the USSR L. Solovyev — who made the welcoming 
speech. 


The influence of the WFTU in at least some free world countries is indicated by the national 
representatives attending the anniversary in Peking on September 26. These include the Indonesian 
member Achman Jahja, of the Asian and Australasian Bureau of the WFTU, and the delegates of 
the Congress of Trade and Industrial Unions of Japan to the Asian and Australasian Liason Bureau, 
Kenta Kaneko. 


Red Appeals Rejected 


Fortunately, the Red attempt to build WFTU strength through a trade union unity campaign 
is nothing new to the leadership of the ICFTU. The united front approach was made to ICFTU 
General Secretary J. H. Oldenbroek some six months ago and was rejected. 


At that time, however, free trade unionists pointed out that a Red campaign for a united 
front working with the slogan of "peaceful coexistence" might appeal to some non-communist trade 
unionists especially in free Asia. They would argue that if the governments could co-exist, so could 
the labor unions. 


This campaign has now developed along lines predicted by ICFTU. Nonetheless, the campaign 
places an added burden, not only upon free trade unionists but upon all anti-communists to expose 
the Reds' intentions to use WFTU as a means for expanding communist influence. As ICFTU leaders 
well recognize, labor's most formidable political foe is communist totalitarianism. 


“FREEDOM'S FACTS AGAINST COMMUNISM" available for $3.00 per year. 
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